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During the past years California, there has per cent reported cases were fatal and the percent- 
been striking reduction the incidence diph- age has steadily risen until recently 8.3 per cent 
theria. (Chart I.) However, definite increase all reported cases were fatal. 
the number cases has been noted during the past 
two years. Undoubtedly, the marked decrease has TABLE 
been due largely the establishment well organ- DIPHTHERIA 1920-1943 
ized health departments and the increased emphasis Cases and Deaths Year Periods 
and efforts health departments and physicians 
children against the disease. The increase the 


1920- | 1925- | 1930- | 1935- 1940-| 1920- 1925-| 1930- 1935-| 1940- 
past two years may attributed the overcrowd- 


ing incident war work and the influx children 

into the State who have not been previously pro- 


counties since 1920 five-year periods. Table 
the same data are presented case rates for those 
20,000 more population 1940. Many 
the counties with large populations such Ala- 
meda, San Francisco, and Los Angeles, show very 
this decrease five-year periods. Only four coun- 
ties during 1920-1924 had rate under 50, while 
the 1940-43 period, the highest rate for any county was 

41.2. Table III shows the cases and deaths for the 
last four years. Since 1941, the increase cases and 
deaths has been steady. 


Table the case fatality rates are given. The 
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MAP 
DIPHTHERIA CASE RATES—5 YEAR AVERAGE, 1925-1929 


MAP 


POPULATION 1940 
RATES NOT COMPUTED 


@ RATES: UNDER 10 
10-24 
100 AND OVER: 


PER 100,000 POPULATION. 


TABLE 
DIPHTHERIA 1920-1943 
Cases and Deaths Year Periods 


Number of cases 


Number deaths MAP 


County DIPHTHERIA CASE RATES—5 YEAR AVERAGE, 1930-1934 


1920- | 1925- | 1930- | 1935-| 1940-|| 1920-|/ 1925-| 1930-| 1935-| 1940- 


1924 | 1929 | 1934 | 1939 | 1943* 


*—4 years. 
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MAP 
DIPHTHERIA CASE RATES—5 YEAR AVERAGE, 1935-1939 


MAP 
DIPHTHERIA CASE RATES—4 YEAR AVERAGE, 1940-1943 


There are several possible explanations this in- TABLE 


DIPHTHERIA 1920-1943 
That all cases diphtheria may not reported. Case Rates Year Periods 
The fact that with better organized health 
isi i i . 1920-24 | 1925-29 | 1930-34 | 1935-39 | 1940-43 
percentage the cases are reported than dur- 
method treatment diagnosed cases has not 
virulent strains the diphtheria bacillus are 8.7 
154. 78. 32. 29. 16. 
135. 60. 57. 43. 
upon early recognition the case and immediate 119.1 58.5 47.2 43.1 12.0 
less prevalent, parents not think the pos- 23.0 69.9 229 
on eye 205.6 97.6 78.3 39.7 40.4 
in- 86. 86. 20. 
or the same reason physicians may delay in San Joaquin ERE eee 314.1 79.8 22.9 18.9 32.2 
stituting treatment until verification the diag- San Luis 138.0 51.6 30.9 61.4 28.2 
San Mateo 194.9 | 109.2 18.3 9.6 1.6 
nosis the laboratory received rather than 30.1 40.8 
ini j 8. 95. 32. 
j } , 119.6 76.1 59.0 27.9 14.3 


hood—few children would be susceptible. Just be- 1 Only those counties having 20,000 or more population in 1940 are listed. 


j ; ; ; 3 Only 4 years. Population estimates for January, 1942, compiled by California Tax- 
there less need for children being protected against 


Lal. 
\ 


the disease—on the other hand, means that our 
efforts should doubled having all infants and 
children protected early possible and keep 
them protected throughout childhood. 


TABLE 
DIPHTHERIA CASES AND DEATHS 
1839-1943 Years 


Cases Deaths 
County 


San Mateo 6 2 1 1 


TABLE 
SUMMARY DIPHTHERIA CASES AND DEATHS 
1920-1943 


California 


44,638 224.5 3,029 15.2 

25,889 102.0 1,321 5.2 

13,841 46.5 798 2.7 5.8 

8,590 26.1 523 1.6 6.1 

1940-1943 12.5 308 1.0 
* Rates per 100,000 population. 


Population estimates prior to 1942 based on U. 8. Census Bureau data. 
~~ ree estimate for January, 1942 (1940-1943), compiled by California Taxpayers 
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ALAMEDA COUNTY—San Mason, M.D. 


AMADOR COUNTY—Jackson 


CALIFORNIA HEALTH OFFICERS 
AUGUST, 1944 


Dean Hart, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 


Under County Supervision 


ALPINE COUNTY—Gardnerville, Hand, M.D. 


John Wakefield, M.D. 
Amador City Mr. Faust Campini 
Jackson Mr. Richard Maggi 
Mr. Elmer Jacka 
Sutter Creek Mr. Charles Ayers 


Raymond Kilduff, M.D. 
Mr. Leon Brink 


Concessa Craviotto, M.D. 


Paul Noetling, M.D. 


CALAVERAS Camp 
Angels Camp 


Charles Keith, M.D. 
Charles Keith, M.D. 


CONTRA COSTA COUNTY—Martinez 
William Powell, M.D. 


Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 


DEL NORTE COUNTY—Crescent Shirey, M.D. 
Crescent City Francis Stump, M.D. 


DORADO COUNTY—Placerville 
Angus McKinnon, M.D. 
Mr. Marvin Killian 


William Stein, M.D. 


Jas. Pendergrass, M.D. 


Mr. Howard Stoudinger 


Lloyd Henning, M.D. 


Stanley Coffey, M.D. 
Etta Lund, M.D. 
HUMBOLDT Quinn, M.D. 
Burpee Cooper, M.D. 


California..........-.| 1,314] 893] 763 va 1,167 59 75 59 84 90 
Alameda............. 58 64 44 39 58 3 6 1 5 6 
19 4 3 4 14 1 3 
6 4 8 10 i 
2 6 ll 5 1 2 
2 7 5 1 
Stanislaus... ........ 2 ll 4 1 
25 23 17 7 18 2 1 3 1 
13 17 10 7 50 2 
Number Case Number Death Fatality GLENN 
Years cases rates* deaths rates* rates 
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IMPERIAL Miriam Hubbell, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 

INYO Charles Anderson, M.D. 

KERN William Buss, M.D. 
Peter Cuneo, M.D. 
Mr. Ehrnest Ballagh 

KINGS Ernest Foster, M.D. 

LAKE Edward Macklin, M.D. 


LASSEN COUNTY—Susanville____James Crever, Jr., M.D. 
Geo. Scott Martin, M.D. 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY—Los 


Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Beach Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Palos Verdes Estates Under County Supervision 
Mr. Charles Arthur, Acting 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
South Pasadena Under County Supervision 
Under Los Angeles City 


MADERA Lee Stone, M.D. 

MARIN COUNTY—San Irving Johnson, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 

MARIPOSA Webster, M.D. 

MENDOCINO Cleland, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
Raymond Babcock, M.D. 

Montgomery, M.D. 

MODOC John Stile, M.D. 


MONO Walter Wilson, M.D. 
MONTEREY Kenneth Sheriff, M.D. 
NAPA Robert Northrop, M.D. 
Mr. Chanie Johnson 
NEVADA COUNTY—Grass Carl Jones, M.D. 
ORANGE COUNTY—Santa Lee Russell, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
Huntington Beach Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
PLACER Theodore Suypp. M.D. 
Arthur McArthur, M.D. 
PLUMAS Bleiberg, M.D. 
RIVERSIDE Warren Fox, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
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Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
SACRAMENTO Zipf, M.D. 
North Sacramento Under County Supervision 
SAN BENITO Roswell Hull, M.D. 
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY—San 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Frank Gardner, M.D. 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY—San Lesem, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
San Diego Lesem, M.D. 
SAN FRANCISCO CITY AND COUNTY—San Francisco 
SAN JOAQUIN John Sippy, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
SAN LUIS OBISPO Luis 
Under County Supervision 
SAN MATEO COUNTY—Redwood 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
South San Under County Supervision 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY—Santa 
Clarence Roome, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY—San Burchfiel, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 


SANTA CRUZ COUNTY—Santa Fuller, M.D, 


SHASTA Saylor, M.D, 
SISKIYOU Newton, M.D, 
SOLANO Lester McLean, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
STANISLAUS Lyle Spelmann, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
SUTTER Russell Frantz, M.D. 
Under Bi-county Supervision 
TEHAMA COUNTY—Red Donald Thompson, M.D. 
TRINITY Thornton, M.D. 
TULARE James Malcolm, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
TUOLUMNE Rose, M.D. 
VENTURA COUNTY—Ventura____Catherine Sherwood, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
Under County Supervision 
YOLO John O’Hara, M.D. 
Under County Supervision 
YUBA Russell Frantz, M.D. 
Under Bi-county Supervision 


Under Bi-county Supervision 
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SEARCH FOR TYPHOID CARRIER 
UNSUCCESSFUL 


The recent typhoid fever, cause 
which was found certain brands soft cheeses, was 
investigated further during June. was assumed 
that these cheeses, which are consumed shortly after 
their manufacture, were contaminated typhoid 
individuals was investigated during the month and 
nearly thousand specimens taken from them were 
examined. None the individuals tested, however, 


GUARD AGAINST SMALLPOX 


The recent smallpox outbreak the San Joaquin 
Valley has caused local health officers guard 
against the possible appearance this disease 
their communities. The department was upon 
investigate suspected smallpox two different 
localities. one instance the diagnosis proved 
chicken pox and the other instance the case 
have since the San Joaquin Valley outbreak 
which two deaths 


LEPROSY INVESTIGATED 


Two individuals suffering from leprosy were in- 
vestigated during June. Both had some time been 
patients the National Leprosarium Carrville, 
Louisiana. was determined that both patients are 
suffering from the disease inactive form. 


TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL STATE 
HOSPITALS 


The department cooperating with the State De- 
partment Institutions program tuberculosis 
State hospitals. Details have been 
completed for the purchase the Department 
Institutions mobile X-ray unit used for this 
purpose. Meanwhile, through the use privately 
owned units, X-ray examinations have been made 
most the patients the Patton State Hospital. 
total 3,025 patients were examined, average 
day. interpretation the films now being 
done the department, assisted the medical staff 
Patton. 

similar program will undertaken Folsom 
State Prison, which will the first tuberculosis 
X-ray survey California State Prison. 


CHILD BITTEN RABID RAT 


Late May and during the early part June, 
eases rabies animals were reported southern 
California. nine-year-old boy May 30th was 
bitten the hand rat, examination which 
proved positive for rabies. Local officials are survey- 
ing the rat situation the area and control measures 
are being Two children were bitten 
rabid dog recently southern California resort 
and are taking Pasteur treatment. local quaran- 
tine has been placed dogs. the San Joaquin 
Valley, June 15th, four cases rabies were 
reported dogs and three cattle. Two additional 
clinical one dog and the other cow, 
were also reported. 


FIGHTING BLINDNESS BABIES 


The department, during June, distributed 16,916 
ampules silver nitrate solution for use the eyes 
newly born babies. This prophylactic against 
blindness babies distributed without cost in- 
stitutions, physicians, and attendants birth. 
the sole factor employed the prevention oph- 
thalmia neonatorum, the chief cause blindness 
the newly born. With the increase the State’s birth 
rate there increase the demand for the silver 
nitrate solution for the prevention blindness 
babies. 


PREMARITAL AND PRENATAL TESTS REACH 
HUGE TOTAL 


Since the laws requiring premarital and prenatal 
tests for venereal diseases went into effect 1939, 
less than 713,281 blood tests for syphilis have been 
made individuals about married. these, 
17,240 were done June 1944. During the same 
period time, 731,600 blood specimens from pre- 
natal cases were sent the laboratory for examina- 
tion. these, 20,943 were submitted June 
1944. Out the 713,281 blood examinations made 
far, 12,684, 1.77 per cent, proved positive. 
June this year, 409 specimens brought positive re- 
sults, 2.37 per cent the total. Out 731,600 blood 
specimens submitted prenatal cases, 11,702, 1.6 
per cent, were positive. June 1944, 360 such 
blood tests proved positive, 1.71 the total. 
apparent that the percentage positive blood 
examinations both premarital and prenatal 
running higher under war conditions. The average 
percentage positives, however, running remark- 
ably low. 
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FAULTY LIQUORS RAISE HEALTH PROBLEMS 


The determination purity and quality standards 
for aleoholic beverages requires the expenditure 
considerable effort the department. Current short- 
ages good and whiskies have in- 
vited the importation wide array liquors: 
Habaneros, Tequillas, vodkas, imitation gin and con- 
taminated imported brandies. 

Reconditioning vast quantities Portuguese 
and Spanish brandies held under quarantine has re- 
quired large amount work. was necessary 
for glass analysts examine the bottles determine 
those that were passable. Bottles that showed thin 
blisters, were broken, seedy and over-pressed, were 
regarded unsuitable for food containers. was 
necessary provide many new bottles insure 
finished product free from injurious contaminants. 
All quarantined brandies are refiltered and several 
lots have been released for sale after reconditioning. 

Since many on-sale places the large cities and 
interior valleys are found without whiskey, gin 
other native liquors, refilling, adulteration, and the 
substitution inferior ingredients mixed drinks 
San Francisco, two establishments were 
found with bottles imported cognaes and Scotch 
whiskies which had been refilled with adulterated 
material. One bar Los Angeles, catering exclu- 
sively military personnel, was found with eight 
bottles containing adulterated whiskies. 

Distilled neutral spirits, flavored with aromatics 
and imported from Cuba, were tested. Although 
labeled proof, the actual content was 96.5 proof. 
The 20,000 cases will sold only off-sale dealers. 
the other hand, lots whiskey with lower proof 
than indicated the label brought severe repri- 
mands. One lot 3,000 cases whiskey held under 
quarantine because its lack prop- 
erties, was returned the distillery for recondi- 
tioning. 


LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS RECEIVE 
BIOLOGICS 


During the second quarter the year, the depart- 
ment distributed local health departments large 
quantities smallpox vaccine, diphtheria toxoid, dip- 
tussis, and pertussis both which are effec- 
tive the prevention whooping cough. These 
products were distributed without cost the local 
health departments which active immuniz- 
ation campaigns against smallpox, diphtheria and 
whooping cough. 
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MORBIDITY REPORT—JULY, 1944 


Reportable diseases 


Chickenpox 
Coccidioidal granuloma 19 
Conjunctivitis—acute infectious of the new- 


Gonococcus infection ................-.--- 
Granuloma inguinale . 
Influenza, 
Lymphogranuloma venereum (lymphopathia 

lymphogranuloma 


80 
Measles (Rubeola) - 64,085 
Meningitis, meningococcic.-. 
25,037 
Paratyphoid fever, A and B...............]-..- 36 
Poliomyelitis, acute 
Rabies, 590 
346 


Rocky Mountain spotted fever-. 
6,920 
Septic sore throat, epidemic 

Smallp 


Tuberculosis, pulmonary.............-...- 4,604 
Tuberculosis, other forms. 274 
178 


191,898 


DRIED APRICOTS AND PEACHES UNDER 
SUSPICION 


Laboratory findings corroborated field suspicions 
adulteration two lots dried apricots and 
Various lots were found from per cent 
passable. Quarantine will lifted only after the 
unfit portion removed and the food rendered free 
from contamination. 


Week ending med- 
‘ | Jan.- 
7-8 | 7-15) 7-22)'7-29) July July July 
Dysentery, 9] 19] 1] 11 232 
Encephalitis, infectious - - - 0 
German measles (Rubella). ...............| 90 | 78 | 70 | 76 314 }j......1] 13,638 
. 2,308 16,486 


q 


Sls 


